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Date _____________

Topic:  Patterns of Early Civilization

Focus:  How did civilizations begin?

What are the chief characteristics of a civilization?

Early discoveries:  Mary and Louis Leakey discovered early human bones in East Africa (1959)



       Donald Johnson found Lucy (1974) oldest complete human skeleton 



90,000 – 10,000 B.C.

Hunting and gathering in small groups

Nomadic

Used simple tools and weapons, sticks for digging, spears, and axes out of stone, bone or wood

Experienced ice age and learned to use fire for warmth and to cook – furs used for clothing

Evidence of spiritual beliefs in animal figures on cave paintings

Gender roles, men hunt, women gather



· Began 10,000 B.C.

· Learned to farm

· Created permanent villages domesticated or tamed animals 

· Population grew

· Women’s status declined

· Men formed council of elders for decision making

· Accumulated personal property (beads, pottery)

· Calendars, and use of animals in farming

